FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                                         Contact:  Angelica Romero (626) 442-1400 
April 7, 2011                                                                           Contact:  Elvia Torres (562) 903-7022
5th ANNUAL RESOURCE FAIR FOR COMMUNITY PROVIDERS
Community Solutions for Community Problems:  Last year, L.A. County information & referral hotline (2-1-1) received 600,000 calls from people looking for help.  Preventing child abuse can only happen when service providers, business and parents share strategies and resources to create healthy communities.

(South El Monte, CA.) – People often ask, how can we prevent child abuse?  There are several things we can do:  Learn more about child abuse and its causes. Don't ignore child abuse, REPORT IT! To report in California call Child Abuse Hot Line, 800-540-4000. Be supportive and helpful to families experiencing stress. If you or your family need help coping with family issues, ask for it, and last but not least social service agencies are there to help families and keep children safe. April is National Child Abuse Prevention month and it’s time we work together to protect and nurture our children for the sake of healthy communities.   
For the past five years, social service providers, parents and businesses have come together to work to create lasting change in how communities think about preventing child abuse and how the community itself can better support families.  Traditionally, communities deal with issues of family violence through law enforcement.  Today, social service providers are partnering with businesses and parents to increase awareness throughout all sectors of the community and to ensure that all parents have the skills, supports, and resources needed to care for their children.  Businesses recognize that prevention is less costly to society, and the funds invested in child safety and well-being today is an investment in building a thriving community for tomorrow.

On April 13, 2011, from 11:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. the Fifth Annual Resource Fair for Providers brings together family service providers, parents and businesses to create a strong safety-net for our community to effectively help families gain access to the services they depend upon.   Participants will learn about the various community supports available in Los Angeles County; network with non-traditional partners and discuss innovative ways to address child abuse and neglect.  The El Monte/South El Monte Chamber of Commerce and Parent Leaders in the El Monte/South El Monte community will be recognized for their commitment to strengthening families and creating healthier communities. 
In an effort to increase the awareness of community support services available within Los Angeles County, the CARIÑO (Child Abuse Risk Intervention & Neighborhood Outreach) Partnerships For Families Collaborative – funded by First 5 LA- and the Eastside Child Abuse Prevention Council have organized the 5th Annual Resource Fair for Community Providers at the Grace Black Auditorium (3130 Tyler Avenue, El Monte, California 91731). SPIRITT Family Services is the Lead Agency in the CARIÑO Partnerships for Families Collaborative.  The Resource Fair for Providers connects community members to ensure a seamless family service delivery system to support parents and children and prevent family violence.  Registration deadline for exhibitors is April 1, 2011.  Free admission and lunch to all providers

For more information about the Resource Fair, the CARIÑO PFF Collaborative or the Eastside Child Abuse Prevention Council, please contact Angelica Romero at SPIRITT Family Services (626) 442-1400.  
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